[M] But you have only [the following, as precedents for 
proper action: | 


[N] Rabbi instructed Abedan, his spokesman, “Announce 
before them: ‘He who wants to say the evening prayer 
may do so while it is still day.’” 


[O] R. Hiyya bar Ba instructed his spokesman, “Announce 
before them: ‘He who wants to say the evening prayer 
may do so while it is still day.’” 


[1:13 A] Said R. Jacob bar Aha, “It has been taught there: As to the evening 
prayer, what is its status? 


[B] “Rabban Gamaliel says, ‘It is obligatory.’ 
[C] “R. Joshua says, ‘It is optional.’” 


[D] Said R. Hinena, “Their dispute in this regard accords with the 
following dispute [that is parallel]: 


[E] “He who has said it is obligatory maintains that saying the prayer 
of the closing of the gates does not exempt one from the obligation 
to say the evening prayer. 


[F] “He who has said that it is optional maintains that saying the 
prayer of the closing of the gates does exempt one from the 
obligation to say the evening prayer.” 


[1:14 A] WM’SH B: A certain student came and asked R. Joshua, 
“What is the law about the evening prayer?” He said to him, 
“Optional.” 


[B] [The student] came and asked Rabban Gamaliel, ‘What is the 
law about the evening prayer?” He said to him, Compulsory.” 


[C] [The student] said to him, “But R. Joshua said 
‘Optional’! [Rabban Gamaliel] said to him, “Tomorrow, when 
I come into the meetinghouse, get up and ask about this law.” 


[D] The next day that same student got up and asked Rabban 
Gamaliel, “What is the law about the evening prayer?” He said 
to him, “Compulsory.” He said, ‘But R. Joshua said, 
“Optional.” ” 


[E] Rabban Gamaliel said to R. Joshua, “Is it you who says 
‘Optionaľ’ ?” He said, “No.” 


